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Michael’s Musings

Recently I came across an idea worth sharing. Herbert McCabe, writing in “A Sermon for Easter” (God Still Matters),
pens: “We do not gather at Easter to celebrate a doctrine, the doctrine of the resurrection. We come here to rejoice in
the presence of one we love, in Jesus who was lost to us and has been found.”

In other words, we gather to worship (especially at Easter) not to celebrate the fact that we believe in the unbelievable
when the rest of the world can’t or won’t. We gather to share in the most profound transforming experience the world
has ever known: The crucified one is alive among us, so that no matter what happens, joy remains our centerpiece. As
Pope John Paul II put it, “We can no longer abandon ourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is
our song.”

But it is hard to sing, “hallelujah” when we are more focused on resurrecting our old place of Christian privilege than
we are on joy as a result of our own experience of the Resurrected One. Somewhere along the line we succumbed to a
conviction about our religion (God intended Christianity to be THE ONLY religion of the world) rather than the actual
experience of the Resurrected Christ in us. Thus, rather than being an attractive people of joy due to our experience of
the Living Christ, we have become a people of subdued optimism due to our religious convictions.

Blaise Pascal once wrote, “Human beings never do evil so cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction.”
Indeed, religious conviction without the experience of the Resurrected One blocks our capacity for self-criticism, de-
stroys humility, and undermines the sense of oneness that should bind us — not just with other Christians of conviction
— but with all of humanity.

After all, it was religious conviction (divorced from Love Resurrected) that inspired the Christian Crusades against
Muslims and, centuries later, the Easter pogroms of Eastern Europe, the sermon-induced slaughter of Jews after the
morning celebration of Christ’s resurrection in the Church .... It led William Sloan Coffin to finally write, “I have be-
come convinced that the more important question is not who believes in God, but in whom does God believe. Rather
than claim God for our side, it’s better to wonder whether we are on God’s side.” William Sloane Coffin, Letters to a
Young Doubter (Westminster John Knox, 2005), 22-24.

And how do we achieve “Wonder” at being on God’s side? We focus on the impossible made possible: our experience
of the resurrected, crucified Christ that we are only too willing to share.

Michael

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION AND TENEBRAE SERVICE:

Mar ch 29 airtheSancfadiy. This service is based on the Seven Last Words of
Christ from the cross. As each selection of Scripture is read, a candle is extinguished. Special
music and periods of silent meditation are included. The Sacrament of Holy Communion con-
cludes the service.

One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering
Easter Sunday—April 1, 2018 BY GIVING TO

Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water,
sanitation, education, and opportunity. Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)

you're supporting programs that
provide food, clean water, disaster

helps to improve the lives of people in these challenging situations. The Offering provides relief, and self-improvement tools

to those who need it most.

us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, larg-
est way that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world. Special =

INE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
offering envelopes will be included in the Easter worship bulletin. Please give generously. e RSace




APRIL WORSHIP

April 1, 2018 Easter

Meditation Verse: “Do not be alarmed; you are look-
ing for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place
they laid him.” (Mark 16:6)

OT: Isaiah 25:6-9

NT: Mark 16:1-8

Sermon: “Boundaries Broken”

Theme: Easter about breaking the boundary between
life and death.

April 8, 2018 2" Sunday of Easter) Guest
Preacher — Ken Jarvis

Meditation Verse: .. .Thomas said to them, ‘unless
I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my fin-
ger in his side, I will not believe.”” (John 20:25)
First Reading: Acts 5:27-32

NT: John 20:19-31

Sermon: “Would You Have Believed It?

Theme: The question we are asked is “what have
you done with my son?” Jesus says, “Stop doubting
and believe.”

April 15,2018 (3" Sunday of Easter)
Meditation Verse: fiIf you do well, will you not be
accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at
the door; its desire is for you, but you must master
it.” (Genesis 4:7)

NT: [ John 3:1-7

OT: Genesis: 4:1-16

Sermon: “God’s Favorites”

Theme: We need to know that we are special before
we can forget about being special and live in God’s
love.

April 22,2018 (4™ Sunday of Easter)
Meditation Verses: “I know my own and my own
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father.” (John 10:14b-15a)

OT: Psalm 23

NT: John 10:11-18

Sermon: “One Who Really Knows You”

Theme: What does it mean to know and be known by
God?

April 29,2018 (5™ Sunday of Easter)
Meditation Verse: “Do not let the foreigner joined to
the Lord say, The Lord will surely separate me from
his people.”” (Isaiah 56:3a)

OT: Isaiah 56:3-5

NT: Acts 8:26-40

Sermon: “Inclusion and Wholeness”

Theme: God includes everyone in the Kingdom be-
cause everyone is needed to make humanity complete
and whole.

join us for triniHt
60th anniversary celebration
Sunday, may 20

As we celebrate 60 years of mission and ministry at 1600
W. Rollins Road, Trinity’s history will be captured on sev-
eral special videos which will be shown to the congrega-
tion during worship at 10:30 a.m. Following the service,
we’ll share a potluck meal together under the tents set up
in the backyard. Please bring a side dish to share; meat
and beverages will be provided.

Worshipers will also have the opportunity to view a visual
history of Trinity in a series of photographs of events
which have occurred over the years. In the beginning,
Trinity was identified as a mission oriented church. The
photographs support this mission identity. In addition, a
discussion will also indicate how mission will continue to
be a critical part of Trinity’s identity.

As part of the anniversary events, the church will assist
several families who have a variety of needs. Information
about this mission project is found below.

Circle the date on your calendar and don’t miss this special
celebration on Sunday, May 20.

Trinity® 60th Anniversary Celebration
Mission Project

We will be working with the Columbia Housing Authori-
ty. Residents there are in great need of gently used house-
hold items and gift cards that can be used for needed pur-
chases. Below is a list of items they can really use; we
will be collecting these items at the church after May 1:

Mops/buckets Dressers

Toilet paper Twin beds

Blankets (queen and twin)  Bed frames

Sheets and pillow cases Curtains

Pillows Garden tools

Silverware Washer/Dryer

Knives Books for all ages

Dishes Gift cards for Walmart or
Blender inexpensive restaurants

There is one resident who would like to learn to sew, if
you would be willing to teach them.

st sfe sfeshesleskeske sk stk ks

The 60th Anniversary Committee will gratefully accept
monetary donations to help with Celebration expenses.
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EASTER AT TRINITY

Join the Trinity family for an Easter Breakfast
Potluck at 9:00 am on Easter, April 1, 2018 in the
Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite breakfast
dish to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord
(drinks provided), followed by a special Easter
Scavenger Hunt for children. Orchestra rehears-
al that morning is at 9:25 and choir at 9:45.

Let’s go out to the
Ball Game!

Join the Trinity family as we cheer
on the Mizzou Women’s Softball
team when they play Auburn at
their new stadium just east of the Hearnes Center
on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at 2:00 pm. Group
rate is only $4/ ticket for bleacher seats with a
back for comfort. Please reserve tickets on the
tear-off in the worship bulletins or call the church
office. You will be instructed how to pay by
phone or cash later. We will meet at our seats in
the bleachers, but call or write Bill Kennedy (445-
2538, kennedyw@missouri.edu) if you need a
ride, help getting to the game, or have any ques-
tions.
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EASTER SCAVENGER HUNT

The Christian Education Committee
will be hosting an Easter Scaven-
ger hunt for our church during the
Sunday School hour on Easter
Sunday. Please come and learn
about the symbols of Easter as we hunt for Easter
Treasure. 9:30 am.

Join us for a trip to Arrowrock Lyceum Theatre for their pro-
fessional presentation of on June 9, 2018
at 2:00 pm. Group tickets are $29/adult for 10 or

more. Children 4-12 are $15 (Sorry, kids younger than 4
are not allowed). More info later.

An Adventure is Coming...

Vacation Bible School
Summer 2018

Mark your calendars and join us

July 8 through July 12

as we explore
Babylon and Daniel’s Courage
in Captivity.
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Musical Notes with Carol Virkler

Christian faith is not merely believed, it is sung. Think of singing as a language that al-
lows us to express our love for our creator. Biblical examples of musical practice include
spontaneous praise and thanksgiving: Miriam’s song after crossing the Red Sea
(Exodus 15:1-8), Hannah’s song for the birth of Samuel (I Samuel 2:1-10), and Mary’s”
Magnificat” at the Annunciation (Luke 1:46-55). Music is an important element in prophe-
sy. King Saul and Elisha called musicians to play and help the prophet achieve an ec-
static state. Musicans did not “play” upon their instruments but “prophesied” on them (|
Chronicles 25: 1-8). In the Jewish temple, music had a priestly function. King David ap-
pointed musician-priests (I Chronicles 15:16). Nehemiah also restored the musician —
priesthood (Nehemiah 12: 27-29. 45-47). The Psalms were the hymnal for temple wor-
ship. We know that music played a role in the Last Supper (Mark 14:26). The hymn that would have been sung at the
typical Jewish Passover celebration was one of the “Egyptian Hallel” psalms (113-118). In the Glory to God hymnal,
hymn 670 represents the” Egyptian Hallel” psalms. During Holy Week, take a moment to reflect on these psalms and
Hymn 670.

Library Talk

with Marianne Cole Fues

Monthly you will find some words about books in Trinity Library here in the newsletter. You may checkout items from
the library any time by following instructions in the blue binder on the library desk. Each Sunday, someone from the
library committee will be in the library after church to answer questions, assist you in finding items, and/or showing you
how to use the online catalog if you wish. Suggestions for additions to the library are always welcome. Newsletter fea-
tured books are easy to find on a specially marked shelf in the library and are available for
checkout immediately.

Coffee, Tea and Holy Water : one woman's |
t h e gbydédraada Hudson. The author visits five countries — Brazil, Wales, Tanzania,
China, and Honduras in her quest to see what religion looks like from another perspec-

tive. The humor, awkwardness, and delight in her journey is shared as she travels from remote villages to bustling cit-
ies.

The Book of Joy : Lasti ng h abplgis Holmess theiDalai bama am&Aropbishog Desand |
Tutu with Douglas Abrams. Upon the occasion of the Dalai Lama's eightieth birthday, Archbishop Tutu travels to India
to see his friend. In spite of fifty years of exile and oppression, they are joyful individuals. These two men remind us
that how we choose to act each day is what matters. They offer us Eight Pillars of Joy for happiness as they share a
joyful week together of stories and interviews.

FIBER FELLOWSHIP meets the third Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon in the Youth Room.
Please join us on April 21st to work on handicraft items. Contact Susan Winkelmann at 573-268-7076 or Chris Sher-
iff at 573-489-1783 for more information. Chris, Susan, and others are happy to teach knitting and crocheting to an-
yone wanting to learn. Please enter through the lower level east door.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Classes meet at 9:15 a.m. each Sunday

THE LIBRARY/FELLOWSHIP CLASS is studying the Book of Acts. This is Luke's follow up to his amazing

gospel of the life of Christ. In Acts, watch the church birthed. Learn from its growing pains. Study the Spirit in action as
the Good News of Jesus Christ spreads like wildfire across the world.

THE EXPLORER CLASS New Study! On April 8 the Explorer Class will begin a study of The Sacredness of
Questioning Everything by David Dark. Brian McLaren's review: "David Dark is one of our wisest authors..." The
book "will comfort questioners, doubters, and skeptics with assurance that their questions can be faithful, and it will chal-
lenge the complacent with an ethical summons to wonder. It invites everything to give life--and faith--a second thought,
and did | mention that it's beautifully written." Come and join us.

peri
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SERVI CE AND MI SSI ON OPPORTUNI
God Wor k, our Hands

Mother’s Day Project Healthy Women Healthy Families is an initiative of the Presbyterian Church-USA’s Interna-
tional Health and Development Office. They provide Mother’s Day cards to be distributed to individuals in exchange for
contributions to Healthy Women Healthy Families. Money from this can provide help all over the world including malaria
prevention, prenatal care, surgeries, cervical cancer screening as well as nutrition programs, immunizations and health
screenings for children. Please look for us in the fellowship hall on April 22, April 29 and May 6 when we will have the
cards available for your donations. You may use these beautiful cards to honor any mother on Mother’s Day.

Sewing Project Winter’s still here, but soon it will be time for spring cleaning. Know what you can do with accumulated
fabric, sewing notions or even old *sewing machines? Mel West’'s Rainbow Network, that sends containers to Nica-
ragua periodically, hasaS e wi_n g Fhmeef ef thése things. These items will help women learn to sew and support
their families. Look for the box in the narthex to make a donation. Questions? Check with Karen Kennedy: KarenS-
Kennedy@gmail.com. Please make your donations by April 15. *(Both electric and treadle sewing machines can be
used - and they have someone to make repairs.)

Loaves andTriRity s hespsnsible for serving the dinner meal at Loaves and Fishes at Wilkes Blvd. United
Methodist Church every second Thursday of the month. The next time we serve will be April 12th. There will be a sign-
up sheet in the narthex with the monthly menu and items needed. Please check for more information on the sheet. More
help is needed also with preparing the main dish, as Loaves and Fishes often runs out of food. Please sign up in the
Narthex or call Anne Seymour (424-8845) if you have any questions.

Tl War d Sir Wwlenteers, 3 for each of the two shifts (11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.), and (1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.). are need-
ed for the Wardrobe on Wednesday, April 18th. The sign up form is posted on the kiosk in the narthex. Please sign up if
you can help.

March Session Meeting Highlights >

The Regular meeting of session was held on Tuesday, March 20. ’

§ A thank you note was shared from Missouri Union Presbytery (MUP) for the $45,349.27 Trinity gave in 2017 for
One Mission Giving, special offerings of the PC(USA), and the Tri-County Parish of MUP.

§ Additional thank you notes were received from Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services for a donation of
$690 from the Christmas Card Tree offering and from the Food Bank for donations of almost $2,000 in 2017.

§ Clerk Bob Duncan and Reverend Stanfield attended a March 10 workshop at Little Boone Femme on “Risk As-
sessment for Missouri Houses of Worship.

§ The Property Committee has arranged for the installation of automatic door openers for the main, front doors
as well as the lower level, east exterior door. Bids are being sought for parking lot repair and re-striping.

8 The Fellowship Committee has a full slate of activities planned for the year, beginning with the Easter Potluck
Breakfast on April 1, an outing to an MU softball game on April 14, and the May 20th potluck meal as part of
the 60th Anniversary Celebration.

8§ The Christian Education Committee is planning a special scavenger hunt for the children on Easter morning
following the breakfast and plans for Vacation Bible School in July are taking shape.

§ Session approved funding for the 60th Anniversary Celebration. A new mission endeavor will be incorporated
into the celebration.
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Extracted from a 2017 column in the Columbia Missourian by Steve Spellman, titled The Amer i can| ch
needs a spi:ritual revi val

“With Easter this coming weekend, the state of American Christianity comes to mind. Specifically, how to live
one's faith with authenticity, as opposed to just cultural tradition, or the more mundane idea of what it means
to do church service. We customarily use the term "church" in reference to a physical structure or registered
organization. However, the first-century church did not start with dedicated auditoriums or even employ full-
time clergy. American Christianity, among other traits, prides itself on entertaining stage shows in a neighbor-
hood auditorium near you. é

“Not much is asked of American congregants. It is possible to hang out in the back rows of these events for
many weekly sessions and remain anonymous. If you show up late, you might not have really missed much,
anyway. ...

“American Christians don't sacrifice much by their attendance. Unlike their brethren in other parts of God's
green Earth, nobody here threatens to kill them or their children over a [symbol of their commitment]. Few
here risk losing employment or have the neighborhood electricity cut on purpose for belonging to a disfavored
religious group.”

--This is not exactly a call to relax in our pew; rather to move out and meet our convictions.

New addresses! Please update your records!
Bob and Susan Winkelmann, 604 Thilly Ave., Columbia, MO 65203

Mark and Carol Virkler, 112 West Burnam Rd., Columbia, MO 65203




Recent Prayer Requests

Nancy Bartlett (MS, home now from rehab)

Brad Buck (Jean and Merle’s son, double knee re-
placement surgery 2/5)

Katie Goldman (Nancy Bartlett’s daughter, 2 small
pituitary tumors)

Michael Spurgeon (nephew of the late Rusty Spurgeon,
multiple myeloma)

Maryanne Van Buskirk Has found a service dog, pray
that this dog will work out for her

Long Term Prayer Requests

Dale Abernathy - Missouri Veteran’s Home, Mexico

Patsy Brown - 2333 Chapel Hill Rd. Apt. 108
(Provision Living)

Lee Cary — Lenoir Nursing Home
Pauline Hesemann - now at home

Esther Muench Plonk and George Plonk -
multiple health concerns

Charlie Winston — Good Shepherd Lutheran Home

They have been blessed with the arrival of 2 new
Great Grandchildren!

Emmalyn Rae Almand was born Feb. 11, 2018 daughter of
Savanah and Justin Almand in Oceanside, CA

Jackson Daniel Fennewald was born on March 19, 2018
son of Amie and Cody Fennewald of Columbia, MO.

b

=

uests

Pra

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK

If you, or someone dear to you, has a major event (medical
test, job interview, difficult decision) and you would like
several church family members to hold that person in prayer
that week, there is a Prayer Bowl and Box on the Memorial
Book table in the narthex. Please fill out one of the cards
and place it in the box and we will pray for the person.

Missionaries, Mission Causes,
Military Service Personnel, and

Ministerial Candidates

Granny3® House desires our prayers

Mike and Nancy Haninger - PC(USA) missionaries to
the Congo on furlough in Columbus, Ohio

Doug and Janice Kennedy - Mission workers for
Campus Crusade in Orlando FL

GSE2 Andrew Lee and Elizabeth - On assignment in
Hawaii

The Lucien Family - Missionaries in Haiti and the
people of Haiti

Sergeant First Class Sophal Phouk - Serving in the
U.S. Army

Brésbyterian Children® Homes and Services

Matthew and Laura Vinson - Matt is a Candidate for
Ministry, now living in Portland, OR, where Laura has
joined the faculty at Lewis & Clark College.

TO READ OUR PASTORGS PREVIOUS WEEK®S
SERMON

go to: www.trinity-presbyterian.org/worship/past-
sermons.

Congregational Care Email

'é)

Trinity’s Congregational Care Committee has a new email

address they will be using to send out special greetings to

you. If you receive a message from:
trinitycong.care@gmail.com

it’s a message from the committee.

Nancy Flores is our Facebook Administrator. If you have
any church events or photos you would like to have post-
ed on our Trinity’s Facebook page, please send them to

nancyadriana@live.com.

Remember to go to the church Facebook and “like”
us. Tell your friends and have them like us also so

Trinity will have more visibility.

TRINITY TIMES
Send submissions to:
trinitytimeseditors@gmail.com
The May edition deadline is April 20th.
Kyle Groshong is the editor.
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