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MICHAEL'S MUSINGS

When | was pastor of the Madisonville Presbyterian Church in Tennessee, | lived twenty eight miles
from the church because | was also on the staff of East Tennessee presbytery which was twenty-
five miles in the opposite direction. At any rate, one year we found ourselves in the middle of some
of the highest rainfall totals in history. What that meant was that on the way to the church on Sun-
day, | ended up driving through partially flooded streets that caused my car to stall.

I's an unsettling thing to be in a stalled car in your Sunday’s best with rains coming in torrents and
the flood waters getting higher and higher. Fortunately, my car finally started again and | was able to
move forward, albeit much more slowly. | decided to return home by a different route. However, |
discovered that this path was flooded even worse than the first. | inched along and eventually made
it back safe and sound, but wondered whether it might not have been just as easy to have kept mov-
ing forward.

Garrison Keillor says, “Nothing bad ever happens to writers; it’s just great new material to be
shared.”

It's the same with preachers. Often in life, it is no more safe to return to what you know than it is to
keep going forward into the unknown. Our tendency during a crisis is to try to gain control of the un-
controllable. We do this by returning to the familiar — to what we have known to have been safe in
the past. Yet, we usually find that the familiar is no longer a safe place either.

This was the dilemma of the disciples after Jesus was crucified on Good Friday. They didn’t know
how to move forward but they couldn’t go back; Jesus was dead. But the good news of the Gospel
is this: a gracious and loving God is in control; God raised Christ from the dead. The only way to
move is forward; although this may be dangerous and full of pain, we have new life to look forward
to somewhere on the other side!

Michael

EASTER BREAKFAST AND FESTIVITIES

Please join us as we celebrate the resurrection on Easter Sunday, April 16th. Breakfast is at 9 a.m., followed
by an Egg Hunt at 9:30 a.m. Bring your favorite breakfast casseroles, egg dishes, fruits and breads. Coffee,
orange juice and drinks will be provided.
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April 2, 2017 Fifth Sunday in Lent
Old Testament Isaiah 43: 16-21  New Testament Philippians 3:8-14
Sermon: “Beneath the Surface (Bill Young preaching)

April 9, 2017 Palm/Passion Sunday

Meditation: And being found in human form, (Christ) humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a
cross (Philippians 2:6-7).

Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11  Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11

Sermon: “Empty yet Full; Full yet Empty”

Theme: Just as Christ was humble, we need to cultivate the characteristic of humility.

April 13, 2017 Maundy Thursday

“The Seven Last Words”

Father, forgive them... (Luke 23:34)  Today, you will be with me... (Luke 23:43) Woman, behold your son... (John 19:26)

My God, My God, why... (Mark 15:34) | thirst... (John 19:28) It is finished... (John 19:30) Father, into Thy hands... (Luke
23:46)

April 16, 2017 Easter Sunday

Meditation: ‘Do not be afraid; | know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised (Matthew
28:5-6)

Old Testament: Psalm 118:1-2; 14-24  New Testament: Matthew 28:1-10

Sermon: “Don’t Be Afraid”

Theme: The Risen Christ has overcome all the powers that engender fear.

April 23, 2017 Second Sunday of Easter

Meditation: Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not
believe. (John 20:25)

Old Testament: Psalm 16  New Testament: John 20:19-29

Sermon: “When Our Greatest Asset Becomes a Liability”

Theme: Our God-given strengths become a problem when we rely on them more than we rely on God.

April 30, 2017 Third Sunday of Easter
Meditation: “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” (Luke 24:17)

Old Testament: Isaiah 53:4-6

New Testament: Luke 24: 13-31

Sermon: “Pointed Questions from Jesus”

Theme: The focus of our attention as we walk the road of life decides what we see and don’t see.

Breaking Faith

In the April 2017 issue of T h e A t RetermBeéiniart has an informative article titted B r e a k i ngl hrea ictul t ur e
war over religious morality has f addleedarticleiconsiders dempgtaphic datai s s o
across religious, sociological and political realms. Polls find that, despite the fact that most people express a belief in
God, lack of religious affiliation has risen from 6 percent in 1992 to 22 percent in 2014 (35 percent among Millennials).

Any assumption that these changes might lead to more inclusive sociological attitudes (less hidebound) is contradict-
ed by data; rather, more polarization has developed between more-educated, more-fortunate, and/or churchgoing vs.
others. Among the latter, tolerance in the sociological arena has increased while hostility has shifted to attitudes
against immigration and diversity.

Beinart refers to a propositioninRe |l i gi on and Pol it ibyKenneth D.tWald antdAllisan €a- St at e
houn-Brown, “that the most-committed members of a church are more likely than those who are casually involved to
let its message of universal love erode their prejudices.”

“Whatever the reason, when cultural conservatives disengage from organized religion, they tend to redraw the
boundaries of identity, de-emphasizing morality and religion and emphasizing race and nation.”

“For years, political commentators dreamed that the culture war over religious morality that began in the 1960s
and '70s would fade. It has. And the more secular, more ferociously national and racial culture war that has followed is
worse.”

Is our challenge to strive to help every person gain in education and in potential, and see hope in returning to the
“fold”?

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/04/breaking-faith/517785/

~Ed Coe


https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/04/breaking-faith/517785/

PAGE 3

Service and Participation Opportunities

TrinityHs=résponsible for serving the dinner meal at Loaves and Fishes at Wilkes Blvd. United
Methodist Church every second Thursday of the month. The next time we serve will be Thursday, April 13. There is a sign
-up sheet in the narthex with the monthly menu and items needed. Please check for more information on the sheet. More
help is needed also with preparing the main dish, as Loaves and Fishes often runs out of food. Please sign up in Narthex
or call Anne Seymour (424-8845) if you have any questions.

FI BER FELL @NW$&eket dh the third Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. until 12 noon in the Youth Room.
Please join us on April 15th to work on handicraft items and to become better acquainted with each other. Contact Susan
Winkelmann at 573-268-7076 or Chris Sheriff at 573-489-1783 for more information. Chris, Susan and others are happy
to teach knitting and crocheting to anyone wanting to learn. Please enter through the lower level east door.

‘» -

2017 SYNOD-AMERMICBR PRESBYTERI AN WOMEN SiB &tlthd Radissdi HoeRih Brén-
son, MO, April 21-23. Information about the activities and workshops is posted on the bulletin board outside of Lily’s of-
fice. (Our Session has approved the use of funds from the February 15th Fund to cover the registration fee of $125.00 for
any individual from our church who wishes to attend.) If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Marcia Lake
at 573-474-3494 or “marcialake@gmail.com.”

APRI L W@GVEN RCLE MERE dirtleGreetings for April are as follows: Evening Circle —

Tuesday, April 4th — 7:00 p.m., at the home of Cathy Holder, 4005 East Baywood Drive. Please call Cathy at 573-219-
9460 for directions. Afternoon Circle — Wednesday, April 5th — 1:00 p.m., at the church. The lesson for April is “Who is
Jesus? According to the Other Abrahamic Faiths.” The background scripture is Genesis 12:1-4; Matthew 1:1; and Gala-
tians 3:6-7 and 4:23-29. The key scripture is Galatians 4:23-29.

HY G| E NE : Mease 8on’t forget that we are collecting the following items to take to the PW Synod Gathering: One-
gallon Ziplock bags, hand towels, wash cloths, wide-tooth combs, nail clippers, bar soaps (bath size in wrapper), tooth
brushes (in original single packaging), standard band aids. We will be assembling Hygiene Kits for Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance at the Gathering. There is a box in the Fellowship Hall where you can donate items for the kits. The deadline
is Sunday, April 16th. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Marcia Lake at 573-474-3494 or
“marcialake@gmail.com.”

VOLUNTEERS NB&DhEseryis normally staffed every Sunday with two babysitters.

Occasionally one of them needs to be absent, therefore we are asking for volunteers from the congregation to sign up
to be available to help in the Nursery from 10:15 to 11:30 each Sunday. This volunteer would check in with the Nursery
at 10:15 and if both of the regular sitters are here, your help would not be needed and you would be able to attend
Worship Service instead. Sign up will be on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Your help is greatly appreciated!

MOTHER'S DAY CARDS Help support women around the world by providing mosquito
nets, surgery, trauma healing, psychosocial programs for refugee families in the Middle
East, health and hygiene training for female workers in Asia and small business loans for
women across the globe. You can do all this by supporting the sale of Mother's Day cards
by the Mission Committee. We are sorry to announce that this will be the last year that PCU-
SA will offer the sale of Mother' Day Cards for support of Healthy Women Healthy Families.
But, they have sent plenty of cards that we will be selling this year! Please support this wor-
thy cause by making a donation. We will be offering the cards after church on April 30th and
May 7th in the Fellowship Hall. Mother's day is May 14th. Any amount is appreciated. For
questions or to obtain Mother's Day cards you may contact Martha Schondelmeyer.
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Highlights from the
March Stated Meeting

The baptism of Colin Sawyer Tegerdine, infant son of
Molly and Travis Tegerdine, was approved for
March 26.

A notice has been placed in the Columbia Tribune and
sent to area colleges and universities advertising
the Choir Director’s position which will become
vacant at the end of May.

The Session spent considerable time discussing ideas
for engaging the congregation in an all-church
discernment and visioning process. The Outreach
Committee, under the leadership of Elder Jay Bry-
ant-Wimp, will
continue to explore options.

The Financial Secretary reported that income had ex-
ceeded expenses in the first two months of the
year by
approximately $13,800.

The One Great Hour of Sharing special offering will be
received on Easter.

The Finance and Stewardship Committee has begun
planning the 2017 Stewardship Campaign which
will be held during October. Finance and Stew-
ardship and Mission will partner to highlight church
members’ contributions of time and talent to a
number of mission endeavors.

Don Fues began his service on Session at this meet-
ing. He was elected at the Congregational Meet-
ing on March 12 to fill an unexpired term on Ses-
sion.

The Congregational Care Committee is exploring pos-
sible ways to provide transportation on Sunday
mornings for members who do not drive.

The children’s Egg Hunt will be hosted by the Chris-
tian Education Committee on Easter morning at
9:30 a.m. following the all-church potluck break-
fast hosted by the Fellowship Committee.

This year’s annual Mission Supper is scheduled for
Sunday, April 23, at 5:00 p.m. The Heart of Mis-
souri CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates)
Program will be featured. Mother’s Day Cards will
be sold again this year to support the Healthy
Women, Healthy Families initiative of the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.)

Work continues on bringing the new sound system
project to fruition.
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TO TRINITY&S NEWEST MEMBERS,

IAN and KAREN YOUNG. lan was received by the Ses-
sion on February 21° by reaffirmation of faith. Karen was
received February 26" by adult baptism and profession
of faith. Welcome, Youngs!
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IF YOU MISSED A SERMON, AND
WOULD LIKE TO READ OUR
PASTOR® PREVIOUS WEEK®
SERMON, go to:
www.trinity-presbyterian.org/worship/

pastsermons

&


http://www.trinity-presbyterian.org/worship/sermons
http://www.trinity-presbyterian.org/worship/sermons
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MISSION SOUP SUPPER!

The mission soup supper will be held Sunday April 23, 2017, at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This year we are host-
ing The Heart of Missouri CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) at our mission dinner. This organization believes
that all children have the right to safe, healthy, stable homes, free from abuse and neglect. Find out how they work and
how we at Trinity can help bring the gift of hope to an abused or neglected child in Boone or Callaway Country. Bring
your favorite soup to share, loaf of bread or dessert, or just show up! We've had some really memorable soups in the
past or bring your new favorite! If you have any questions contact Martha Schondelmeyer.

Children's Offering goes to Heifer International

Nt
- PASS ON
f THE GIFT
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HEIFER

INTERNATIONAL

The most recent collection of the children's offering will be going to fund several gifts to Heifer International. The
Children's Sunday School classes have chosen to give the following gifts to families in need through Heifer Interna-
tional. A few quarters a week does a lot to help families internationally! We will be giving Honey Bees, a Flock of
Chicks, a Flock of Hope, and a Hope Basket.

The Honey Bees not only provide honey to a family but also provide pollination of a family's crops and a pos-
sible source of extra income if they choose to sell or trade their honey.

The Flock of Chicks should provide eggs and chickens for a family as well as an opportunity to sell eggs for
extra income. A Flock of Hope may include chicks, ducks, or goslings, depending on the cultural, climate and dietary
conditions of the region. Families will also receive training on the birds’ care.

The Flock of Hope donation gives daily protein with delicious eggs, provides a means of income through the
sale of eggs, and fertilizes crops, which increases farm production. Egg production begins almost immediately, which
means malnourished children will now have something to eat. Eggs and poultry can also be taken to market and sold,
raising much-needed funds for medicine, clothing and more. A Flock of Hope donation is a remarkable gift that can lift

a family from hunger and poverty and ensure their future.

The Hope Basket includes a gift of rabbits and a starter flock of chickens. Families also receive training and
education in the animals' care to make sure their hope becomes a reality. The gift of a Hope Basket provides eggs and
protein for nourishment, boosts income through sales of extra eggs and offspring, and passes on the Gift to others,
since livestock can multiply quickly. Rabbits are easy to care for and can reproduce in a short amount of time. Chick-
ens lay eggs and provide manure for vegetable gardens. A livestock donation provides hope for struggling farmers
looking for a way out of poverty.
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PRAYER REQUESTS FORTHEWEEK: Sever al membreects will pray for you or so
whaonay have anmajlorneesvsenotr coming up i f you fill out a card
Box on the Memori al B olofk ytoaub |wea nitn a hper aNyaerrt hreexpme s i f put hienc
of fice.

Recent Requests:

Donna Griffin and Family — Donna’s niece, Joan Hardaway, died unexpectedly on 3/6

Gail Luce - Recovering from rotator cuff surgery 3/7

Thelma Hewett and Family - Muriel Reimes, Thelma'’s sister-in-law, died 3/3

Jan Storvick — Stent procedure done 3/22

Carol Virkler - broke her leg 2/11, home now

Oscar Olson — Abby Olson’s paternal grandfather, undergoing treatment for metastatic cancer

Long Term Requests:
Dale Abernathy—Missouri Veteran’s, Mexico
Lee Cary — Lenoir Nursing Home

Monty Harris — recovering from a stroke on 11/15

Belinda Holder — Cathy and Larry Holder’s niece, stage 4 brain cancer

Esther Muench Plonk and George Plonk—multiple health concerns

Jim Rentfro (father of Kerri Wyatt) - living with cancer

Mary Anne Van Buskirk —chronic pain syndrome &rec ent |y had a bl ood <cl ot
Charlie Winston — Good Shepherd Lutheran Home

Missionaries, Mission Causes. Military Service Personnel, and Ministerial Candidates:
Granny®& House desires our prayers.

Mike and Nancy Haninger PC(USA) missionaries to the Congo on furlough in Columbus, Ohio
Doug and Janice Kennedy Mission workers for Campus Crusade in Orlando FL

GSE2 Andrew Lee and Elizabeth Stationed in Norfolk, Virginia

Sergeant First Class Sophal Phouk Serving in the U.S. Army

Presbyterian Children& Homes and Services

Matthew and Laura Vinson Matt is a Candidate for Ministry, now living in Stillwater, OK
The Lucien Family Missionaries in Haiti and the people of Haiti

(9“’/» t ®onna @ndhérffamily on the loss of her niece, Joan Hardaway
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THANK YOUGS:

Thank you to my dear church family for all your thoughts and prayers. God has blessed me with a successful surgery and a fairly
fast healing process. ~ Gail Luce

Dear Church Family, Thank you very much for your prayers, beautiful cards and notes, visits, and good food after my hip surgery. |
missed not seeing everyone at church and am happy to be back and active again. ~ Margaret Guthrie
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The One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering will be received on Easter, April 16.

The Christian season of Lent is historically marked

your sel fButo tgiriasyheersonl y type of fasting the

C\I(IOSSha”Be a new kind of fast, not to gieospep bheadbomu

E ticted, et the opprisdhaeed o efadeavm dihntndy heehtuhgr

poor int ®Weumnrbomabkled to offer help to tho

have been broken down One way we answer th
Sharing.

A donation to One Great Hour o8& Bbaei wgtkna

borwmeed around the world by providing relie

he hungry, and helping to empower the poor

a promise. As we respond to injustice, feed
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Sunday, July 9- Thursday July 13" (6-8pm): Save the date for Vacation Bible School. Plan to join us as we explore the
world of Rome at the time of the Apostle Paul. There will be lots of fun activities for the kids and lots of opportunities for adults to
join in the fun. We’ll need “family” leaders, recreation helpers, actors (doing brief skits), food preparers, music leaders, folks who

like to decorate and create or just follow some simple directions to make the fellowship hall into a different world! Call Linda Vinson
at 573-446-6146 for more information.

Summer Camp at Covenant Point: Families who are interested in camp this summer are encouraged to talk with Pastor
Michael or Linda Vinson about possibilities. Here’s some g r e a t torh@pnaysur planning. Funds are available through “The Feb-
ruary 15" Fund” at Trinity to pay registration for any kids at Trinity who want to partake of the wonderful programming at Covenant
Point this summer. So check out what might work for your family at www.campcovenantpoint.org and check with us here at Trinity
about funds. Prices are lower before May 1%'. So if you have a child who would like to attend, please make plans before that date.

Easter Sunday: There will be an Easter Egg hunt starting at 9:30 Easter morning. All members and friends, including chil-

dren, are also encouraged to have breakfast at Trinity starting at 9 in the Fellowship Hall. Adult Sunday School classes will not
meet that morning.

AOYLY
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The Fellowship Class, which meets upstairs in the library, is beginning a series based on the book Go d St dl'heiskost selec-
tions show how Scripture is one story, from Genesis through Revelation. Each week we will be looking at a different selection. So
you can pop in anytime. Class time is 9:15-10:15 a.m. on Sundays.

The fiDownstairso Explorer® Class is studying the Letter to the Hebrews using the Westminster Bible Companion study
guide. The author, Frances Taylor Gench, is a 5th-generation Presbyterian minister on the faculty at Union Presbyterian Seminary.
Discussion is led by members of the class. All are welcome to join either class.

DEVOTIONAL GUIDES FOR LENT: In the narthex next to the Loaves and Fishes
sign up book are two stacks of paper. One is about the history and practice of Lectio
Divina (spiritual reading), and the other is a Daily Lenten Lectionary. If you have not
picked them up yet, please take a copy of each. home.



http://www.campcovenantpoint.org

